into battle
it Is forced upon them, we do not get angry because we know it is not
true. We know that our sufferings will be very hard and we are
determined not to be guilty of bringing about a crash, the con-
sequences of which no man can measure. We know also that we
could only throw ourselves into such a struggle if our consciences
were clear. In this free, old, independent island we are not living
in the Middle Ages. We see great hopes for the future of all the
world. We see the opportunity of lifting, through the aid of
science, all the men in all the lands to a far higher level of well-being
and culture than was ever possible before. It is an opportunity
which has never come to mankind before, and which may not
come to them again if it is cast away till generations and perhaps
centuries have passed. We are determined that there shall not
rest upon us the guilt and the shame of standing between the
toiling masses of the world and the ever-brightening prospects
which are at last within their reach. It is this sense of responsibility
before the high monuments of history which has governed our
policy and conduct, and no taunts or insults will move us from this
determination. It would give no umbrage to Britain to dwell
in the world side by side with a prosperous, happy, free, good-hearted
Germany. We would welcome her arrival in the leadership, the
joint leadership of the European family. Indeed, we are sure
that the expanding future, on the threshold of which we stand,
or might stand, will never be fully realised without active German
co-operation. But if there is another act of Nazi violence, which
leads to war, we shall not seek to stand aside.
We are an old nation. It is nearly a thousand years since
we were conquered. We have built up our state and way of life
slowly and gradually, across the centuries. Therefore we can
afford to make exertions for peace which would not be easy in a
race less sure of itself and of its duty. There are two supreme
obligations which rest upon a British government. They are of
equal importance. One is to strive to prevent a war, and the other
is to be ready if war should come.
As you know I have been a persistent critic of the present
Government, both in their foreign policy and in their measures for
defence. My warnings and censures for the last six years are on
record, and to-day no one is asking me to take one word back. If
I support the Government to-day, it is not because I have changed
my views. It is because the Government have in principle and
even in detail adopted the policy I have urged. I only hope they
have not adopted it too late to prevent war. When danger is at a
distance, when there is plenty of time to make the necessary
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